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WHO WE ARE

France, Public Domain

1921, National Library of France

Agence de presse Meurisse

Colombes : championnats de France d’Athlétisme :
rivière, le speaker

WHO WE ARE

Concerto de Amadores | Columbano Bordalo Pinheiro
1882, Museu do Chiado – Museu Nacional de Arte 

Contemporânea, 
Portugal, PDM



CC BY-SA

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data 
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Title here
CC BY-SA

Some achievements

Who we are
CC BY-SA

• >3,700 institutions share their collections online

• >54 millions of records available

• CC0 for metadata

• Standardised rich data model (EDM)

• All records include a standardised rights statement
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What is Europeana now?

• A network of like-minded heritage and technology 

professionals

• An open data platform drawing on the collections of nearly 

4000 European GLAMs

We want to build on Europe’s rich heritage and 
make it easier for people to use, whether for 
work, for learning or just for fun!

Cultural heritage: reuse, remake, reimagine 
CC BY-SA

Working with Europeana: metadata matters
CC-BY-SA

Europeana Strategy  homepage
Europeana| CC BY-SA

http://strategy2020.europeana.eu/update/


Sharing digitised collections, Glasgow, January 2017
#allezculture

CC BY-SA
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WHAT WE DO

Netherlands, Public Domain

1660 - 1625, Rijksmuseum

Anonymous

Arrival of a Portuguese ship
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Title here
CC BY-SA

Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Aggregation

Aggregation innovation
CC BY-SA

Europeana aggregation infrastructure
Europeana| CC BY-SA
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http://pro.europeana.eu/share-your-data/


CC BY-SA

• Europeana aggregates, 
processes, enriches metadata 
from the cultural heritage sector 
in Europe using EDM

• Provides a portal for users to 
access data and objects

• Metadata under Creative 
Commons Zero - public 
domain

• Previews and links to source

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data 

Europeana Data Model
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CC BY-SA

Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Services for data partners

What we do
CC BY-SA

Europeana data partner services
Europeana| CC BY-SA
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HOW WE DO IT -
EUROPEANA DATA 
MODEL (EDM)

Netherlands, Public Domain

1615, Rijksmuseum

Anonymous

Elegant Party on a Terrace of a 
Venetian-

inspired Setting



CC BY-SA

From this...

Building a framework for semantic cultural 
heritage 
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dc:contributor, dc:creator, dc:date, dc:format, dc:identifier, dc:language, dc:publisher, dc:relation, dc:source, 

dcterms:alternative, dcterms:extent, dcterms:temporal, dcterms:medium, dcterms:created, dcterms:provenance, 

dcterms:issued, dcterms:conformsTo, dcterms:hasFormat, dcterms:isFormatOf, dcterms:hasVersion, 

dcterms:isVersionOf, dcterms:hasPart, dcterms:isPartOf, dcterms:isReferencedBy…

europeana:type, europeana:dataProvider, europeana:provider, europeana:isShownAt, europeana:isShownBy, 

europeana:object, europeana:rights

… to Europeana Semantic Elements 

CC BY-SA
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Europeana Data Model (EDM) 

• Cross-community re-use of data models

• Models that re-uses existing models

• Semantic Web technology allows mixing them!

• Collaborative, softer form of standardisation

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data Working with Europeana: metadata matters
CC-BY-SA



EDM basic pattern

CC BY-SA

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data 

London
Melbourne

Dijkstra, R.H.
Working with Europeana: metadata matters

CC-BY-SA

http://pro.europeana.eu/share-your-

data/data-guidelines/edm-

documentation



EDM specification

CC BY-SA

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 
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Connect to other domains 

CC BY-SA

• Create a “semantic layer” on top of cultural heritage objects

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data 
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CC BY-SA

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data 
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EDM Mapping Guidelines Documentation
CC-BY-SA

http://pro.europeana.eu/files/Europeana_Professional/Share_your_data/Technical_requirements/EDM_Documentation/EDM_Mapping_Guidelines_v2.3_112016.pdf


EDM in the Europeana platform

CC BY-SA

Building semantic links 
between objects
EDM allows Europeana to build 
a network of digital and born-
digital cultural heritage objects 
thanks to the representation of 
semantic links and 
relationships between objects. 

Building a network of 
contextual information
Europeana builds its “Semantic 
Layer” by linking to contextual 
resources (e.g. concepts, 
persons, places).

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 
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CC BY-SA

Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 
data 
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Maintaining EDM as an open and 
living standard 

CC BY-SA

• Enables better data quality in Europeana
• The model is well- documented and openly 

shared

• Different documentation is produced for the 
various profiles of EDM
•Allows the identification of new domain specific 
requirements  while maintaining the 
interoperability

• Community joint effort
Building a framework for semantic cultural heritage 

data Working with Europeana: metadata matters
CC-BY-SA
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Finer-grained representation of 
rights information

Europeana IPR
CC BY-SA

• standardised rights statements for online cultural heritage

• joint initiative of Europeana and the Digital Public Library of 
America (DPLA)

http://rightsstatements.org/en/

rightsstatements .org
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http://rightsstatements.org/en/
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Building block for...

Sharing digitised collections, Glasgow, January 2017
#allezculture

CC BY-SA

Access to the memory of Europe
CC BY-SA
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Europeana Thematic Collections
CC BY-SA

CC BY-NC-SA

Hungarian National Gallery

Pál Szinyei Merse

Balloon

CONTENT STRATEGY &
PUBLISHING FRAMEWORK



EUROPEANA CONTENT STRATEGY:
“GET THE RIGHT CONTENT TO THE 
RIGHT USER AT THE RIGHT TIME”
(Content Strategy Alliance definition of content strategy)

Netherlands, Public Domain

c.1604-c.1616, Rijksmuseum

Arent van Bolten

Twee monsters bereden door apen and 
Groteske figuren omgeven door een kaderlijn



Content Strategy

• Quality instead of quantity

• Demand driven content 
acquisition and publication

The principles

Title here
CC BY-SA

Towards a content strategy
CC BY-SA
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Content Strategy Principles
http://pro.europeana.eu/publication/content-strategy

• Inclusive to all type of content, but prioritisation 

according to user demand

• Masterpieces as well as lesser known collections

• Date range: encourage cultural institutions to 

provide 20th century material for educational 

purposes

• Crowdsourced content

Title here
CC BY-SA

Towards a content strategy
CC BY-SA
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Content Strategy Principles
http://pro.europeana.eu/publication/content-strategy

• Europeana Publishing Guide structures the 

relationship between Europeana and its data 

providers (rights on metadata and content)

• Europeana Publishing Framework (EPF) to define 

high-quality  content and encourage institutions 

to open their data (EDM mandatory elements, 

accurate rights labels, direct links to object/hires 

images)

Title here
CC BY-SA

Towards a content strategy
CC BY-SA
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Europeana IPR

Creating best practice licensing standards 
for sharing cultural heritage online

• Europeana Licensing Framework - what 
data partners can share and what 
audiences can access 

• Advocacy Framework - giving cultural 
heritage institutions a voice at a 
European level

• EU Copyright Reform - helping to make 
more shared heritage available online

CC0 public domain dedication logo
Creative Commons | Public Domain

Sharing digitised collections, Glasgow, January 2017
#allezculture

CC BY-SA

Access to the memory of Europe
CC BY-SA
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https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA

Access to the memory of Europe
CC BY-SA
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

A search engine - Tier 1

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

Any Europeana rights statement and a preview >0.1 megapixel 
(for image & video collections)
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

A showcase - Tier 2

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

Any Europeana rights statement and a direct link to a digital 
object (e.g. >800 px wide or high for image collections)
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Non-commercial re-use - Tier 3

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

Re-usable license (incl. CC BY-NC) and a 
direct link to a digital object (e.g. >1,200 px 
wide or high for image collections)
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Free re-use - Tier 4

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

Open license and a direct link to a digital 
object (e.g. >1,200 px wide or high for image 
collections)
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Free re-use - Tier 4

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

Schola Graphidis Art Collection, Hungarian University Of Fine Arts - High School Of Visual Arts, Budapest
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/search?f[DATA_PROVIDER][]=Schola+Graphidis+Art+Collection,+Hungarian+University+of+Fine+Arts+-+High+School+of+Visual+Arts,+Budapest&f[IMAGE_SIZE][]=large&f[REUSABILITY][]=open&f[TYPE][]=IMAGE&per_page=96&q=&view=grid
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Europeana Essentials
CC BY-SA

Free re-use - Tier 4

Europeana Publishing Framework
CC BY-SA

The University and National Library of Debrecen
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/search?q=europeana_collectionName:(9200448_Ag_EU_TEL_a1189_eCloud_Debrecen)&view=grid 


Europeana Pro

Europeana Pro homepage
Europeana| CC BY-SA

Sharing digitised collections, Glasgow, January 2017
#allezculture
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